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0 FRONT COVER: EVER CHANGING-and yet never changing- 
the sea is the constant companion of Novymen, Coast Guards- 
men and merchant mariners. It‘s a ’friend’ of many moods, 
from raging fury to rippling calm. 

0 AT LEFT: TWO OF A KIND-Twin heavy cruisers, USS Toledo 
(CA 133) (top) and USS Los Angeles (CA 135) swing on a buoy 
in Sasebo harbor, Japan. 

0 CREDITS: All photographs published in ALL HANDS are offi- 
cial Department of Defense Photos unless otherwise designated. 



Flag Hoists 

’STARS AND STRIPES’-National ensign, flying from USS Worcester (CL 144), 
provides a symbolic frame for USS Juneau (CLAA 119) in the Mediterranean. 

HE FLAGS THE NAVY wsm-and it 
a lot of different kinds-are 

the colorful descendants of the ban- 
ners of old. 

Since early times people have 
displayed various kinds of objects to 
show their nationality or their al- 
legiances. 

The Aztecs, for example, carried 
fans made from the green feathers 
of a beautiful bird in a vivid display 
of their allegiance to that ancient 
nation. 

One of the first true flags was the 
one carried by Roman cavalry. It was 
a square piece of fringed cloth hung 
on a crossbar at the end of a spear. 
The Romans also originated the cus- 
tom of hanging flags of victorious 
battles in their temples, a practice 
that has continued down to modern 
times. 

Toward the end of the Middle 
Ages, flags had become accepted 
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symbols of nations, kings, organiza- 
tions, cities and guilds of workmen. 

Flags continue to designate spe- 
cial or official positions of authority, 
for example the royal standards of 
monarchies and flags such as the 
President’s flag and the Secretary 
of Navy’s flag in the U. S. There are 
also national flags-in,the case of the 
U. S. it is the “Stars and Stripes” 
which stands as the emblem of all 
the people. 

In addition to their symbolic role, 
flags have always played a prominent 
part in the field of communications. 
Roman soldiers signaled to one an- 
other from a distance of several 
miles by hanging cylinder-shaped 
devices and torches on a long rack. 
With this system the Romans were 
able to spell out detailed messages. 
For simple battle orders they placed 
shields and spears in various posi- 
tions. Sometimes articles of clothing 

were hung on the spear points for 
added attraction and emphasis. 

There are also records, going back 
to the year 1365, telling of three- 
masted rowing galleys of the Vene- 
tian Fleet which used signal flags 
and lighted lanterns to send simple 
orders between the ships. For ex- 
ample, a fleet commander had signals 
worked out which could change the 
formation of ships, tell them to get 
underway or notify them that an 
enemy was sighted. 

During the late 1700s, oared gal- 
leys had been replaced by sailing 
ships that flew the Dutch, French, 
English, Spanish and other flags. 
Though the ‘navies were new their 
signals were not unlike those used 
by the early Venetians. However, 
later in the 18th century the French 
and English navies started to use 
more flags. Soon detailed signal 
books to interpret their hoists were 
published. 

By 1805, Admiral Horatio Nelson 
was able to send the message “Eng- 
land expects every man will do his 
duty.” Although it took 11 separate 
hoists and 28 flags to send this 
message, all the ships of his fleet 
received it in good time. 

By the end of the 19th century 
the use of semaphore and flag hoist 
signals had become a standard prac- 
tice with most navies. Even today, 
with powerful radio transmitters 
sending messages around the world 
SO fast that the U. S. Navy has in- 
stant contact with naval units every- 
where, signal flags still fly from the 
halyards of Navy ships as their color- 
ful designs flash technicolor messages 
back and forth across the seas. 

To send these messages the Navy 
has 26 flags representing the letters 
of the alphabet, 10 numeral pen- 
nants and 10 numeral flags, four sub- 
stitute flags and 18 special flags and 
pennants. 

Using a combination of these flags, 
thousands of different messages have 
been worked out. A series of flags 
flying from the halyards can change 
the course of an entire fleet, cause 
hundreds of guns to be fired and 
thousands of men to man their battle 
stations. The wrong interpretation of 
a signal flag could mean disaster. 

Since signal flags are used day 
after day-fair weather or foul-most 
ships carry spare flags to replace 
worn ones. However, some flags 
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iberty in the Alps 
ILORS from uss Pittsburgh (CA 7 2 )  journeyed to 
Switzerland not long ago, while their vessel was 

visiting in Genoa, Italy. 
The junketing Navymen made their “headquarters” 

in Lucerne, traveling to nearby Mt. Pilatus to try their 
luck at skiing and to Berne, Switzerland’s capital, for 
a glimpse of world organizations at  work. 

One of the most scenic countries in the world, Swit- 
zerland is noted for its towering Alps, centers for winter 
sports and mountain climbing. Among its best-known 
products are watches and high precision equipment. 
Ouaint chalets add to the “old world” charm and at- 
\ 

mosphere abounding in this land of master craftsmen 
and international good will. 

Top of page: A hill overlooking Lucerne affords a 
fine opportunity for visiting bluejackets to photograph 
Switzerland‘s scenic beauty. Riglat center: Swiss chalet, 
now converted into a restaurant, attracts this trio of 
sailors. Lower right: ‘Crest’ made of skis points way 
to six ski trails. Lower left: Sailor views Mt. Pilatus, 
a favorite amongs skiers. 

-Robert D. Barnard, J02 ,  USPI, uss Pittsburgh 



T ORD 
Frank, Authentic Advance Information 
On Policy-Straight From Headquarters 

0 CHANGE IN RATING - Certain 
personnel in Group IX aviation rat- 
ings in pay grades E-5 and above 
may now request a change in rating 
to aviation electronics technician 
(AT), aviation fire control technician 
( AQ) or aviation guided missileman 

This program is in line with the 
Navy’s need for more skilled enlisted 
technicians in the field of electronics. 
Earlier, a similar program (see May 
1954 ALL HANDS, p. 48) made it 
possible for men in various ratings 
to change their rating to FT and ET. 

Personnel whose requests are ap- 
proved under the new program will 
be assigned training to qualify them 
for the change of rating. The training 
program will qualify them to per- 
form duties, in equal pay grade, in 
the rating to which the change is 
being made. 

Following successful completion 
of this training the ratings of gradu- 
ates will immediately be changed to 
their new rating of AT, AQ or GF. 

While undergoing training, per- 
sonnel may still qualify for advance- 
ment in the rating held and such 
advancement will be affected in all 
cases where the authorization is re- 
ceived prior to the date of change to 
new rating. 

Eligible for the program are USN 
personnel in Group IX ratings who 
have decided to make the Navy a 
career. They must be in pay grades 
E-5 or above in one of the following 
ratings: AD, AO, AC, AB, AM, AK, 
and PH. In addition PRCs may ap- 
ply but other personnel in that rating 

(GF).  

are ineligible. Personnel carrying 
special program codes (9900 series) 
may submit a request, but the ser- 
vice requirements for their specialty 
may preclude selection. 

A minimum of four and a maxi- 
mum of 12 years’ active service is 
mandatory, along with a requirement 
of five years’ obligated service. 
Minimum test scores of 110 on the 
combined GCT and ARI tests and 
50 on the MECH or MK ELECT 
test must be met. Quarterly marks 
must average 3.5 or higher in pro- 
ficiency in rating as a petty officer. 

Personnel meeting all requirements 
and who are interested in submitting 
a request should check BuPers Inst. 
1440.13 for further information. 

0 AWARDS WAITING - Are you 
a “Jonah‘s Jaybird?” If you are, the 
Navy’s Office of Information, Navy 
Department has a “certificate” wait- 
ing for you. 

One of many unique but unofficial 
certificates, the “Jaybird” one is in- 
dividually prepared and suitable for 
framing. It commemorates the rescue 
of Navy, Marine or Army Air Corps 
personnel by submarines off the coast 
of Japan during World War 11. 

The Submarine Lifeguard League, 
in cooperation with Army and Navy 
aircraft, rescued 504 downed Ameri- 
can fliers from enemy waters and 
beaches during the war. Personnel 
participating in the rescues are en- 
titled to the certificate. Each certi- 
ficate has been signed by Vice Ad- 
miral Charles A. Lockwood, USN, 
wartime ComSubPac. 

Any Navyman who believes him- 
self eligible for the award should 
write to the Chief of Information, 
Navy Department, Washington 25, 
D. C., giving his name, rank at the 
time of rescue, the unit to which at- 
tached, the approximate date of the 
rescue and the name of the sub- 
marine. The certificate will be for- 
warded without charge. 

0 DEPENDENTS I.D. Card-A new, 
all-purpose “military Dependents 
Identification Card” (DD Form 720) 
has been established for dependents 
of Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard 
and Air Force Personnel. This card 
will be used by authorized depend- 
ents for identification at commissary 
stores, exchanges, medical services, 
special services and similar activities. 

Non-appropriated funds activities, 
such as clubs, golf courses, swim- 
ming pools, which currently require 
varying types of identification cards 
are directed to make all practicable 
use of the new I.D. card. 

History of the single identification 
card dates back for more than a 
year and a half when the Navy and 
Air Force jointly made a study into 
the complexity of base identification 
systems. It was discovered that large 
installations might often require an 
officer or enlisted man and his wife 
to carry as many as 20 to 30 identi- 
fication cards between them. This 
new I.D. card will be recognized by 
commands of the Navy, Marine 
Corps, Air Force and Coast Guard. 

It should be noted, however, that 
this card does not in itself, authorize 
entry into any classified security area 
and is not intended to replace any 
security system now in effect, or to 
be placed in effect in the future. 

BuSandA, through the issuance of 
SecNav Inst. 1700.1, has promul- 
gated instructions governing the ad- 
ministration of the Military Depend- 

PASS THIS COPY ALONG-Cox’n, make gangway! Don’t leave nine other men stranded without seeing ALL HANDS. 
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INSTRUMENT check on PT boat i s  made by ROK Navy officers under direction of instructor Culvert A. Posey, ENC, USN. 

USN Lends 
BUILDING A NAVY is like brewing 

a good pot of coffee-they both 
take know-how and €he proper in- 
gredients, plus plenty of time to 
boil. The Republic of Korea lacked 
time to boil their Navy but they 
have come up with an instant recipe 
for building a Navy that has given 
definite results. 

When World War I1 and the 
Japanese occupation of Korea ended 
there were no trained officers or en- 
listed men, no ships or anything that 
resembled a Navy in the entire coun- 
try. Now, less than nine years later, 
the Republic of Korea has a Naval 
Academy that could pass as a 
“pocket edition” of Annapolis; a top 
notch recruit training center; service 
schools to give training in various 
phases of modern warfare and a fast 
growing fleet of ships, many of 
which have already proved them- 
selves in combat. 

The situation looked pretty bleak 
back in 1946 when the first Ameri- 
cans went into Korea to lend a help- 
ing hand. But, what they saw in the 
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Helping Hand to ROKN 
determined faces of the men they 
talked with convinced the Ameri- 
cans that someday they would see 
Korea with a small but efficient 
fleet. Time has proved them right. 

In those early days, what is now 
the ROK Navy became a Coast 
Guard, with eight officers and seven 
enlisted men of the U. S. Coast 
Guard serving as advisers. Since they 
were called to Korea without any ad- 
vance notice or preparation, things 
were rather mixed up for a short 
time. The language barrier present- 
ed the biggest hurdle at first, but a 
little ingenuity in sign language and 
a sense of humor helped both sides. 

Training, not on a large basis 
but rather for the selected few who 
were best fitted to pass on the lnowl- 
edge to others, started almost imme- 
diately after the Americans arrived. 
Before the training program got 
well under way, four 300-ton former 
Japanese mine planters were deliv- 
ered to the republic and the Korean 
Coast Guard was fast becoming a 
thing of reality. Shortly afterwards 

four U. S .  LCIs were turned over 
to the Koreans. 

During that same time the Ko- 
reans were also busy establishing a 
communication net between the 
principal cities where naval bases 
were to be located. The equipment 
was borrowed from the Army, sal- 
vaged from old Japanese equipment 
left from World War II and mixed 
together with a prayer. It worked. 

The biggest step forward in the 
program of building up Korea’s sea 
forces came in February of 1947 
when, at a colorful ceremony at- 
tended by almost every high ranking 
Korean and American in the area, 
the Academy at Chinhae was open- 
ed with the induction of eighty mid- 
shipmen. 

Little more than a year later the 
Republic of Korea was established 
and recognized by the nations of the 
world. Officials decided to turn the 
Coast Guard into a Navy. The U. S. 
Coast Guard personnel returned to 
Japan and a team of American Navy- 
men took over as advisers. 
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training program began, one that 
has contributed much to the growth 
of the ROK Navy. In small groups 
and then in ever growing increments, 
the government started sending 
hand-picked officers and men to the 
U.S. They attend various service 
schools, spend time in Bureaus and 
Departments and bring back the 
knowledge they acquired. 

. San Diego, Washington, Great 
Lakes, Norfolk and practically every 
large naval installation have become 
familiar with the Korean Navyman. 
Despite a language barrier they hold 
their own in classes with American 
sailors. 

When their training is finished 
these men return to Korea to serve 
as instructors or in administrative 
positions where their new knowledge 
can be given to others. Some go to 
the shipyard at Chinhae where, with 
outmoded equipment but up-to-date 
ideas, work of good quality is being 
turned out. Doctors trained at Beth- 
esda are either at the various naval 
bases or in the big hospital at Chin- 
hae which, operating under condi- 
tions of handicap due to shortage of 
proper equipment and space, has 
performed wonders in treating the 
wounded from the war. 

The csmpact ROK Navy is doing 
a top notch job-a job which usually 
requires many more years. Its ships 
and crews represent a Navy that was 
born in the aftermath of World War 
11, grew to adolescence in the Korean 
war and is just now emerging into 
the early stages of manhood. If the 
officers and men have anything to 
say about it, the ROK Navy will 
shortly rank near the top in fighting 
qualities and esprit de corps. 

-Bob Ohl, JO1, USN. 

t 
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CEREMONIES mark transfer of uss LSSL 85 

I schools resembles college campus. Be- 
ontrol class by K. M. Crain, DCWZ, USN. 

to Republic of Korea Navy. Transfers took place in Japan. 
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LTJG Katherine Keating, MSC, USN, was once Wave radioman. Right: Janice Vaughn, SA, USN, renders snappy salute. 

will be eligible for her gold marks 
on 6 October. She also attended 
Yeoman School at Stillwater, Okla., 
as well as Instructor School at  U. S. 
Naval Receiving Station, Norfolk, 
Va. Chief DeLeo’s home is Belmont, 
Mass. She has served. at Washington, 
D. C., and Pearl Harbor, T. H. She 
received a letter of commendation 
for outstanding services from the 
Commandant of the Fourteenth 
Naval District. 

0 Kathryn Mary Smith, SKC, USN, 
will add her third hash mark on 8 
October. Currently on duty at U. S. 
Naval Training Center, Bainbridge, 
Md., Chief Smith attended Store- 
keeper School at Bloomington, In- 
diana, and was an instructor at 
Wave Recruit Training Center, Great 

Lakes, Ill. Her home is in Philadel- 
phia, Pa. She served at Cleveland, 
Ohio, during World War I1 and 
later at U. S. Naval Auxiliary Air 
Station, Whiting Field, Milton, Fla.; 
and U. S. Naval Air Station, Pensa- 
cola, Fla. 

0 Sallie Miller, RMC, USN, will 
celebrate her 12th anniversary with 
the Waves on 10 October. She is on 
duty at U. S. Naval Air Station, 
Anacostia, D. C. Her home is in 
Colorado City, Texas. Chief Miller 
went through recruit training and 
Radio School at the University of 
Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin. 
Like many of her gold-hash-mark sis- 
ters, she has had duty in Hawaii, at 
the U. S. Naval Communication Sta- 
tion, Pearl Harbor, T. H. 

0 Alice Grace Evans, YNC, USN, 
on duty at  U. S. Naval Training 
Center, Great Lakes, Ill., will also 
add another to her four-year stripes 
on 6 October. She attended Yeoman 
School at  Stillwater Okla. Chief 
Evans, whose home is in Portland, 
Oregon, has been on duty at U. S. 
Naval Air Station, Los Alamitos, 
Calif.; NAS, Glenview, Ill.; Pasco, 
Washington; Kansas City, Kansas; 
and Seattle, Washington. 

0 Agnes McSkimming, SKC, USN, 
will celebrate her 12 years on 8 
October. She attended Storekeeper 
School at  Bloomington, Indiana. 
Chief McSkimming’s home is in 
Brooklyn, New York. She is on duty 
at Staff Headquarters, 14th Naval 
District and Hawaiian Sea Frontier. 

THREE WAVES soon to wear gold hash marks: Margaret A. Gay, SKC, (left), puts uniform in shape. Sallie Miller, RMC, 
another old-timer, (left center), checks quarters with Ruth Osgood, TE1. Alice Evans, YNC, completes ’paperwork.’ 
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TODAY’S NAVY 

MARBLE TEAM-C. A. Cushman, YNSN; B. L. Parsons, YNSN; N. C. Drummond, 
YN1; R. J. Murphy, YNSN; and B. L. Haggard, GM3, (I-to-r), train for tourney. 

Navymen Knuckle Down 
The “Tigers” roared and the “Bul- 

lets” misfired as a team of U.S. Navy- 
men went down to defeat in the 
Annual English Marble Champion- 
ships at Tinsley Green, England. 

The Navymen, attached to U.S. 
Navy headquarters in London, tag- 
ged themselves as the “Grosvenor 
Bullets,’’ praticing their fast balls 
and knucklers weeks ahead of time. 

Led by George Smith, YNSN, 
USN, who last year headed another 
team which also met defeat in the 
tourney, the sailors were certain that 
this year they had the team to beat. 

The “Tinsley Tigers,” headed by 
82-year-old “Pop” Maynard, ack- 
nowledged World Champion marble 

shooter, evidently thought the sailors 
were the team to beat too-they did 
just that by a score of 33-16. 

As the game opened, the two cap- 
tains, “Pop” and “Smitty,” urged 
their teams on before a tense crowd 
of nearly 1000. Shooting on a ring 
made of concrete and raised off the 
ground some six inches, the “Tigers” 
went ahead seconds after the first 
“aggie” was tossed in the ring. 

It wasn’t long before the crowd 
could see that the Tigers’ experience 
(they averaged 65 years of age 
against the sailors’ average of 22 
years) was more than enough to off- 
set the youngsters’ hard practice. 

When the dust settled the cham- 
pions had safely protected their 

IT WAS HER NINTH BIRTHDAY-so they baked a cake. Batter goes into pan a s  cake for USS Boxer (CVA 21) gets 
underway (left). First pan of cake comes from oven (center). Bakers pour first ladle of icing on ‘growing‘ cake. 

crown and the Navymen returned to 
London sans laurels. 

Last year the Navymen were 
scuttled 38-11. However they gained 
some consolation when Smith scored 
an amazing upset over “Pop” May- 
nard in a special singles match. This 
year there was no singles match. 

In addition to Smith, other mem- 
bers of the team were: Bernard L. 
Parsons, YNSN, USN, a holdover from 
last year’s team; Bruce L. Haggard, 
GM3, USN; Nelson C. Drummond, 
YN1, USN; Charles A. Cushman, 
YNSN, USN; Richard J. Murphy, 
YNSN, USN. 

Arresting Cables Go Ashore 
Naval air stations in the U.S. are 

stealing a page from carrier avia- 
tion’s book and installing emergency 
arresting cables on their runways. 

They are being installed to com- 
bat the problem of having aircraft 
with malfunctioning flaps, lost 
wheels, faulty brakes and other 
troubles, run off the end of the run- 
ways when forced to land. 

Typical of the gear being installed 
is that which is at present in use at 
NAS Jacksonville, Fla. The new 
gear consists of two parallel carrier- 
type landing cables 20 feet apart on 
each runway. Stretched across the 
runways by turnbuckles and con- 
nected at each end to two 750-foot 
lengths of anchor chain, they do the 
trick. 

Approximately 35 naval and Ma- 
rine air stations have had the emer- 
gency runway arresting gear installed 
and an unofficial survey of these 
stations indicate that air stations 
can expect to handle between 200- 
300 emergency “arrestments” per 
year. 









































LOTS OF GOOD, NEW VOLUMES BOOKS: HEADED FOR NAVY LIBRARIES 

THE ACCENT IS on history this 
month, with some fine volumes rang- 
ing from the period of the Revo- 
lutionary War to the Korean con- 
flict. Here are reviews of some of 
the latest books chosen for Navy 
libraries by the BuPers library stag: 

V-2, by Walter Dornberger; 
The Viking Press. 

The advent of the atomic age al- 
most eclipsed the development of 
the famed V-2 rockets-the “most 
awesome and fearful weapon” used 
against the Allies in World War 11. 

Conflicting reports concerning the 
birth of the V-2 rocket have been 
plentiful both during and since the 
war. Now, Dr. Dornberger, the sci- 
entist who directed Peenemund, the 
German experimental rocket station, 
has come up with an authentic ac- 
count of the V-2’s development from 
1930 to 1945. 

On a practically “invisible budget,” 
Dornbeiger and his aids worked long 
and hard to produce a long-range 

Rolling Home 
U p  aloft amid the rigging, 

Swiftly blows the fav’ring gale, 
Strong as springtime in its blossom 

Filling out each bellying sail; 
And the waves w e  leave behind us, 

Seem to  murmur as they rise; 
W e  have tarried here fo bear you 

To the land you dearly prize. 
Rolling home, rolling home, rolling home 

Rolling home to  fair Columbia, rolling 

-Old Naval Song 

across the sea; 

home, dear land, Yo thee. 
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liquid-fuel rocket. After a numbkr of 
failures, the A-4 (later called the 
V-2) was successfully launched on 
3 Oct 1942. It broke the sonic bar- 
rier. A new and powerful weapon 
was within reach. All sorts of areas 
were opened up by the event-in- 
cluding the possibility of \space 
travel. Had the V-2 been perfected 
earlier, the author states, World War 
I1 undoubtedly would have been 
prolonged. 

This book tells not only of the 
struggle to perfect the rocket but it 
gives a clear picture of Nazi Ger- 
many at  work-a picture of personal 
jealousies, battles for priorities, ci- 
vilian greed and military rivalry. 

* * *  
Cavalry of the Sky, b y  Lynn 

Montross; Harper and Brothers. 
Amphibious warfare, as success- 

fully used in World War 11, has been 
continuously adapted and improved 
to meet the changing conditions 
brought about by new weapons of 
the atomic era. In a foreword to this 
book, General Lemuel C. Shepherd, 
Jr., USMC, Commandant of the Ma- 
rine Corps, stated that the Corps 
“realized that the devastating effects 
of atomic weapons called for new 
landing force procedures and equip- 
ment to replace those whi& had won 
so many decisive victories in World 
War 11. As the solution, the Marine 
Corps committed itself to new am- 
phibious tactics of dispersion made 
possible by the troop-carrying heli- 
copter and vertical landings.” . 

During the Korean codict ,  as a 
result of this forethought and plan- 
ning, the helicopter emerged as an 
important tactical innovation, prov- 
ing its worth in other phases of war 
operations as well as in amphibious 
operations. It was used for recon- 
naissance, wire-laying, rescue work, 
evacuation of casualties and a multi- 
tude of other chores. It lifted an in- 
fantry battalion. In many instances, 
it provided the only contact between 
units separated by enemy action. 

Montross’ book tells the story of 
the progress of the whirlybirds. An 
avid researcher, the author has spent 
much time going over documents, 
interviewing the right people, check- 
ing and rechecking, in an effort to 

cover the story as accurately and as 
completely as possible. He has used 
wisely the wealth of material at his 
disposal. * * *  

Lights Across the Delaware, 
by David Taylor; J. B. Lippincott 
Company. 

The Battle of Trenton during the 
American Revolutionary War has 
long been overshadowed in history 
text books by accounts of Yorktown 
and the defeat of the cream of the 
British army. 

Trenton was an important battle, 
however, not only from a strictly 
military point of view but from the 
all-important morale standpoint. It 
marked the end of a series of dis- 
heartening “retreats” on the part of 
Washington’s troops. 

This volume is a fictionalized ac- 
count of events leading up to the 
battle and of the battle itself. 

Chief characters are Phoebe Run- 
nels, a Rebel lass who is in love with 
Wheeler Smith, a young Quaker 
whose religion keeps him from join- 
ing the America army. Phoebe has 
acted as nurse and cook for American 
soldiers while her teen-age brother, 
Sam, has been working with the 
Rebel forces as a courier. 

As the story unfolds, the reader 
gets frequent glimpses of Washing- 
ton, Hamilton, Greene and other 
American leaders as they map out 
their strategy and plan the defeat 
of the Hessian mercenaries at  
“Trent’s Town.” * * *  

e The Recapture of Guam, by 
Major Orlan R. Lodge, USMC; U. S. 
Government Printing Office. 

This is the twelfth of a series of 
USMC historical monographs on 
World War 11, designed to give both 
“the military student-and the casual 
reader” an accurate and detailed 
account of the Corps’ activities. 
Eventually, these monographs will 
be integrated into a final “Opera- 
tipnal History of the Marine Corps 
in World War 11.” 

The present volume covers the 
planning and preparations for the 
recapture of Guam, progressing 
through the W-Day landing and on 
to final “mopping-up” activities. 

Purple Heart veterans of the 
Guam campaign may obtain free 
copies of the new monograph by 
writing to the Commandant of the 
Marine Corps (Code A03D), Head- 
quarters, Marine Corps, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 
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‘Splinter Fleet’ Comes Through-I 9 I 8  
Into the teeth of the enemy fire rode the U. S. sub chasers, ducking enem 
shellfire, dodging mines, evading torpedoes, to get a ringside seat and watc 
fascinated as the Allied fleet blasted the enemy port city into smoking ruins. 

Although the.word “Durazzo” is little recalled today, 
it bulked large in the mimds of Allied naval planners of 
World War I .  For it was from the naval base at Durazzo, 
Albania, that enemy submarines sortied to prey upon 
vital Allied shipping moving through the Mediterranean. 

In an attempt to bottle up these undersea hornets in 
their nest in the Adriatic, the Allies had laid a series of 
minefields in the narrow reach between the heel of the 

. Italian “boot” and the mainland of Greece (see chart), 
a so-called “barrage” similar to the one thrown up for 
the same purpose in the North Sea (“Bottling Up  The 
U-boats,” ALL HANDS, March 1953, p .  59).  

This barrage hctd been partly-but not fully-success- 
ful. Now, in the closing months of the war, the Allies 
conceived a bolder stroke: Move in with a superior naval 
force and destroy the port. 

By doing this, they hoped to accomplish two things: 
(1) Sever the U-boats from their home base, and ( 2 )  
neutralize the defenses of Durazzo so that Allied troops 
could pour through this gateway to the Balkans and 
attack a vital spot in the tottering Austro-Hungarian 
Empire. 

This was the grand strategy; making it pay of was up 
to the men who manned the British, French, Italian and 
U.  S. &ips making the attack. T o  the men of the U.  S .  
Submarine Chaser 225, for example, the job narrowed 
down to this: blast a path with depth charges through 
the minefield Jurrounding the harbor so the big ships 
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could edge in close, and secondly, destroy any enemy 
submarines that come out to do battle with the attack 
fleet. 

Quite an order! How well these fragile “Splinter 
Boats,” as they were affectionately called, accomplished 
it is told here in his own words by an eyewitness, Chief 
Petty Officer Ray Milhollamd. who served as chief engi- 
neer of the “225.” 

This is how it felt to ride one of these craft into the 
face of the enemy fire-and remain there-as shells 
whistled overhead, torpedoes whizzed by and submarines 
prowled menacingly nearby. 

wworks of fiction, and histories for that matter, to 
the contrary. I do not hesitate to state my opinion that, 
if war was all a continuous battle, wars would be very 
short indeed. And the explanation is simple: human 
flesh can stand just so much drain on the physical and 
emotional fountains within a man. That is why official 
communiques during the late war refer, again and again, 
to the replacement of “spent divisions” on the battle 
front with “fresh troops.” 

I know from experience that the physical exertion a 
man expends during a battle is not nearly so great as 

AR AND BATTLE are not synonymous terms, most 

From The Splinter Fleet and the Otranto Barrage by Ra Ivlilholland. 
The Bobbs-Merrill Co., Indianapolis and New York; 19&. Reprinted 
with permission of the copyright owner. 
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